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Club Español 

Early immigrants from Spain and their descendants  

Please describe any association between the nominee and the City of Rocklin: Club 

Club Español originated in Rocklin and was the hub for all activities and events that were 

planned for the community. This local cultural organization was founded by immigrants 

from Spain and their families who settled in the area beginning in the 1910s. They 

established farms, a dairy, retail businesses, and worked at various other jobs and began 

their contributions to the community. They were part of the 8000 Spaniards who settled 

first in Hawaii and then in California where they maintained close ties with one another and 

formed social clubs. The Club Español was a nonprofit organization. 

Please list the dates of the nominee’s city affiliations: 

Club Español formally existed from 1981 through 2018. Prior to this prior to this existed 

many other social gatherings of the Spanish community to include as early as the 1930s 

and 1940s gathering for picnics in a grove near Sierra College. The Spanish started to arrive 

in the Rocklin area in the early 1910's and are still actively present today. 

Describe the community service performed by the nominee that merits 

consideration of a Wall of Recognition award. If the nominee is a business, group, or 

organization, please also describe the main goal of the entity that is being 

nominated: 

With their time and money Club Español members have sponsored many events and have 

supported projects which commemorate the Spanish culture as well as the history of the 

Rocklin area.  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY  

1. The Rocklin Historical Society has archived and has made available stories of the 50+ 

families who settled in the region the wealth of information was made possible for the 

efforts of the clue Español. This information includes ships manifests and written 

interviews of the mini families.  

2. Three Granite benches to commemorate the existence of club Español. Benches have 

been placed at three locations, the Rocklin Historical Museum, Quarry Park and one at the 

Orchard near St. Mary's on Front Street.  

3. Donated funds to pay for the pergola that was placed at Saint Mary's in the event area. 

Plaque place on site.  
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4. Donated funds by members for the restoration of St Mary's Chapel arched window  

5. Donated 1,000.00 dollars to the Rocklin Historical Museum, two other members gave the 

same amount. General involvement with membership and volunteering continues today.  

6. Museum displays sharing the local Rocklin Spanish culture have been provided to the 

RHS, currently a major exhibit is on display at the museum through September.  

7. The annual Fiesta de Alegria and a annual picnic were held to help sustain and share the 

culture. Flamenco dancers were brought in from San Francisco, Spanish food and dance 

was part of the evening Many times up to 300 to 400 people annually attended the fiesta 

and several hundred to the picnic.  

8. Donation of food and funds to local charities as well as contribution annually to the local 

blood banks.  

9. Scholarships were provided and presented annually to two qualifying college bound 

students.  

10 The clubs remaining treasury balance of $330.18 was given to the museum to help 

perpetuate the culture in Rocklin.  

11. Donated to the Ellis Island Commission along with a donation to the Restoration of the 

Statue of Liberty, both in New York.  

12. Supported Camellia Festival in Sacramento over many years. Sponsored the Festival 

Luncheon in 1992. Several members served as Maid of Spain in the Camellia Festival, also 

the club was awarded a prize for the winning float in the parade.  

13. Currently there are PowerPoint presentations of the Spanish immigrants to the Rocklin 

area presented by Alfred Corral. Numerous presentations have been made to the Rocklin 

Historical Society, Lincoln Historical Society, and recently in June at the Placer County 

Historical Society.  

14. Local public school support. Club members also participated in Roseville Union high 

school international night programs as well as a display of the Spanish local culture at 

Spring view school in Rocklin.  

15. Publications compiled by Club Español under the guidance of Anne Aguilar Santucci and 

many club members. Publications include highly sought-after Memories of Spain (Copy 

righted). In 600+ pages the journey of the Spaniards from Spain via Hawaii to California and 
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the Rocklin area is told through actual testimonies and includes as well many old 

photographs of the original immigrants and the ships that they traveled on. The Taste of 

Spain is a 300-page publication of recipes from the local Spanish of the Rocklin area.  

16. Local Spanish families owned and operated three grocery stores, dairy, gas station, two 

restaurants, numerous fruit ranches and vineyards.  

17. Public Service. These Spanish families provided public figures, including Rocklin mayor, 

Rocklin fire chief, Rocklin school board members, teachers, and numerous volunteers as 

well as working in the elections polls.  

When did the community service take place?:  

Community service took place from the Club Español from 1981 to 2018, Service from this 

community actually started in the 1910s and is continuing to the present and will continue 

in the future to be a presence in the city of Rocklin.  

 

Please include any other information about the nominee you feel is important:  

Spanish settlers in Rocklin recognized by city and other local organizations: 

 

The city of Rocklin has named three parks to honor local Spanish families: Corral/Alva Parl, 

Gayaldo Park, and Hernandez Park. 

 

The city has placed a plaque at the Orchard near St Mary's Chapel. This plaque shows the 

ranches of three Spanish families, the Aguilar, Alva, and Corral, along with three Japanese 

families and a tribute to Joel Parker Whitney.  

Streets named, Aguilar Road in Diego Way 

 

Also many newspaper articles have been written about these early Spanish settlers to 

Rocklin. 

 

The immigrants and many first-generation Spanish Americans have passed and with them 

the soul of the club. While the Club Español no longer exists, you can be sure that its 

members will continue to support the Rocklin area and especially the Rocklin Historical 

Society and the museums events and projects. Club Español and these early Spanish 

immigrants have played a very positive role in these early years of Rocklin. Would like to 

see this legacy remembered and sustained. 

 

Thank You for Your Consideration, 

Alfred Corral 

August 3, 2022 
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Measure A Rocklin Unified School District Election: Co-chairs 

Margie (Gordnier) Lehman and Louise Cullen  

Please describe any association between the nominee and the City of Rocklin: 

none  

Please list the dates of the nominee’s city affiliations: 

none  

Describe the community service performed by the nominee that merits 

consideration of a Wall of Recognition award. If the nominee is a business, group, or 

organization, please also describe the main goal of the entity that is being 

nominated: 

The goal was to provide our community a unified K-12 school district, rather than our high 

school students continue going to Del Oro and Roseville High Schools. 

When did the community service take place?:  

The event was a 1986 Special Election (36 years ago), which was to “Bring Our Kids Home!”  

 

Please include any other information about the nominee you feel is important:  

At the time, Roseville had promised their next high school would be in Rocklin, but they 

chose to place it elsewhere in their district. It was a big disappointment to Rocklin.  

In 1985, John Anderson, Superintendent of Rocklin School District, and Dennis Grewer, 

Assistant Superintendent, approached two active community members who were well-

known. They were asked to co-chair as campaign coordinators for a Measure A election. 

This would make Rocklin a K-12 unified school district and bring our kids home to our first 

high school. These individuals were Margie (Gordnier) Lehman and Louise Cullen.  

Margie and Louise’s charge was to develop campaign information to distribute to 

registered voters to build enthusiasm for voting for Measure A on election day along with 

building a committee to assist in getting out the vote. The campaign slogan was “Bring our 

kids home!”  

In 1986, the long struggle ended as voters overwhelming approved unification of the 

Rocklin School District. The final vote tally was 88% yes and 12% no. Unification became 

effective July 1, 1987, and Rocklin School District officially changed from a K-8 to a K-12 

district.  
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This opened a new era for the city of Rocklin schools and our community. There are so 

many activities that revolve around a high school that are non-school, it brought a sense of 

cohesiveness to our community. Growth had mandated a high school for Rocklin and we 

successfully “brought our kids home!”  

Margie and Louise’s job wasn’t done! They went on to the post of campaign coordinators 

for a bond election for the new high school.  
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